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EVERYBODY IN ASTON ABBOTTS GOES TO THE FETE !
SATURDAY JULY 25TH 1PM ON THE VILLAGE GREEN
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EDITORIAL

THE CHRONICLE
Issue 353

July/August 2015

I saw a sign today outside a pub, “Hello Summer” yes it seems to have finally arrived, let’s hope

it’s here for a while and stays for the Village Ball and Fete, both important for raising funds for
charity and village causes, especially the Chronicle but I am biased. Due to my tardiness and that fact
that this is a two month issue some events detailed in this issue may have passed.

I can’t believe it was at the Fete in 2013 that I said to John Hardcastle that I was prepared to help out
to keep the Chronicle going, it’s largely been fun but in truth sometimes a chore when the day job
gets in the way, so a few deadlines missed occasionally. Sincere thanks to all of those that contribute
to and distribute the Chronicle, I regularly check other village magazines and our ratio of articles to
advertising is much better, so thanks to all of our regular and occasional contributors, and given the
percentage of the village that attended Glastonbury we could probably add a music correspondent.

One of our distributors, Ian of Nashs Farm, has recently move out of the village, so we are calling out
for a volunteer to take over his “round” which I understand is 25 copies, so if the idea of a gentle

stroll once a month appeals please get in touch.

Talking of volunteers, there is a call to arms in the Chronicle for volunteers to help on Fete Day, I
would love to volunteer but am out of the country, wish I was two years ago!

So this is the last Chronicle until September, yes I get a month off, so back with you in a couple of
months and look out for some major changes to your favourite village magazine.

Phil Corrigan
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What’s on in July & August

July

Sat 11 Summer Ball Firs Field Wingrave Rd

Thurs 16% Coffee Shop Village Hall 10 - 12 noon
Whist Drive 7.30pm

Sun 19™ Village Footpath walk The Green 2pm

Thurs 23" Coffee Shop Village Hall 10 - 12 noon

Sat 25 Village Fete The Green / The Grove 1pm

Stalls, Sideshows, Dog Show, Teas, Floral Displays.

Sun 26 Church open for floral Displays

Thurs 301 Coffee Shop Village Hall 10-12 pm
Whist Drive 7.30 pm

August

Sun 2" Rambling Club view Cheddington Gardens
Evensong St James Church 6pm

Thurs 27 Bucks County Show Weedon Park

No whist or bingo during August.
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Painting &
Decorating

Service’s

Free Quote’s:
Please Call: Adrian

Tel: 01296 688429
Mobile: 07986 597013
bystra@btinternet.com

www.ambdecorate.co.uk

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry
v Home Cooked Hams
v’ Sausages
v’ Pies
v Preserves
v’ Fruit & Veg

v" Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207
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23%° JUNE 2015

What a strange spring this has been — windy with hot sunshine but cold evenings and nights — not
many barbeques have been used yet this year. The good news is that we have, at last, had a good
rain — badly needed on farms, gardens and not least in our village orchard. We could do with
another dose next week, preferably at night.

The insect world seems a bit topsy-turvy this year. My broad beans are smothered in black fly but
there is not a sign of their main predator the good old Ladybird beetle — not one! They were about
early in the year and | suspect they came out of hibernation in March and April on those warm days
but could find nothing to eat and died. Possibly something similar happened with Butterflies, we
had butterflies aplenty in our garden early on but none now. A friend monitors the moth population
in Wingrave and she is concerned about the lack of moths. This means no food for the bats and
possibly the Swifts. Unless there is soon a bonanza of flying insects | suspect bats will have a very
hard year.

Nature has a wonderful way of bouncing back — what few Rabbits there were about have certainly
been doing what Rabbits do — young rabbits are a common sight at present. To my surprise
Jackdaws seem to have bred well this spring. Rooks and Jackdaws struggle a bit in early summer if
the ground is hard and dry and they can’t dig into it. Well the ground has been hard and dry but
there seems to be, dare | say, “a plague” of Jackdaws around the village — too many for my liking.

It’s nice to know that some people actually read my monthly attempt at writing. | have been asked
what criteria are needed to qualify for the monthly star prize. The answer is simple — the prize goes
to something that is eye catchingly beautiful and is available for anyone to see. This month there

are three contenders: One is the Honeysuckle on the front of Andy Bystra and Rita’s house — a lovely
dark colour. Another contender is the path up to the front of 25 the Green, easily seen from the
road, an old fashioned garden path with eye catching well tended plants either side. The winner,
however, is our Churchyard — ablaze with colour — white and red, poppies and dog daisies — simple
but beautiful — a pity it’s behind the Church and not easier to see at the front.

One of the most beautiful sights to me is quite rare nowadays — a sleek fat contented cattle lying at
ease in a field of rich summer grass. Any cattle would do, but for preference dark red Sussex, a rare
breed or lovely Black Angus. Oh, for the good old day!

Peter Knight
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When you instruct us we will donate £1OO
to a local charity, school, youth club or church group
the day the related sale completes or tenancy begins

hartwellpartne’

GUBJECT 10

01296 688889___

Our business is built on
+he suppord of Hhe local
communities in which we work.
We vmug appreciate
Hhis support and in
vehurn we like 4o give

AYLESBURY something back. WING
%a]le2596 210200 01296 688889
Lettings WINSLOW

01296 710202 01296 714081

www.hartwellpartnership.co.uk
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Aston Abbotts Féte

run PDOG SHOW
Saturday

25th July

Pog Llasses

= Handsomest hound
W Prettiest bitch
‘"’ @Golden oldie (8 years ahd over)
% Best rescue dog
& Puppy power (under 1 year)
% Most appealing eyes
o Waggiest tail
o Sausage sCramble
¥ Git challenge
W Dog the judge would most like to take home
< TParade of winners to find top dog

E1 per entry o

Féte Opens 1pm, Dog Show Starts 1.15p
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ADAM BARNFATHER
GARDEN DEVELOPMENTS Ltd.
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPE DESIGN / CONSULTANCY
HARD / SOFT LANDSCAPING
GARDENS FOR THE DISABLED
SENSORY GARDENS

PATIOS / WALLS / RETAINERS
TURFING / TOP SOIL SUPPLIERS
PLANTING SCHEMES / PLANT SUPPLIERS
TREE SURGERY / STUMP GRINDING
WATER FEATURES / PONDS

GARDEN TIDY UPS / SITE CLEARANCE
GARDEN LIGHTING

DRIVEWAYS

DRAINAGE / IRRIGATION

ALL TYPES OF FENCING

“LANDSCAPING THE COMMUNITY”
Please contact us on:
TEL: 01296 682324 / 07702 887593

Email: gardendevelopments2@btinternet.com
Web: www.gardendevelopments.com

3 8 o . - v
e/  Registered Member
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Ride and Stride 2015
SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2015

10am —6pm

CYCLE, RIDE OR WALK AROUND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE - RAISE MONEY FOR THE
CHURCH OR CHAPEL OF YOUR CHOICE

and for the
Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust

The Historic Churches annual Sponsored Cycle Ride (Ride and Stride) is open to walkers as
well as horse-riders and cyclists. It raises money for the repair and restoration of churches
and chapels of any Christian denomination. Half the money raised goes to the church or
chapel of your choice, and the other half to the Bucks Historic Churches Trust.

You’ll get a list of churches and can plan whatever route you want. Visit as many or as few as
you feel like on the day. Many churches are open and serving refreshments. A great way to
see the county and its many interesting churches, get some exercise and benefit St James’s
here in Aston Abbotts or a favourite elsewhere.

Forms and more details from Caroline Lane, carolinelane@btinternet.com, tel 681373
I’ve done this loads of times with children and on my own —1’d be very pleased to have
company!

Can’t ride or stride? You can still help. Sponsor me! Or come and sit in our church for an
hour or so to greet visitors and sign their forms

http://www.rideandstrideuk.org/counties/buckinghamshire/
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SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY 6™ SEPTEMBER

FOR
OUR NEXT ASTON ABBOTTS
BREAKFAST SERVICE
9.30am in the Village Hall
followed by a short, joyful and informal service in Church.
There were 41 of us, including 11 children, in June,

so we very much hope you will join us on 6" September.

For further information do contact Caroline Abel Smith on 681001

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

HELP NEEDED

Do You Have A Few Hours To Spare In
October/November ?

Please join our team of Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal Volunteers to collect around CUBLINGTON
between 25 October — 9" November 2015

Please help us to collect vital funds needed for the Royal British

Legion so they can continue to help give advice and support to

serving members of the armed forces, veterans of all ages and
their families.

Please contact Amanda Tofield - 640100 if you are able to help.

It’s great fun, you get to have a bit of exercise, meet new people, have a
chat and do something worthwhile.
Go on - do your bit and phone me today!!!

July/August 2015
The Chronicle Page 10



Private Hire
Friendly local family business. Est: 1986.

Male & Female Drivers
Cars & Drivers licensed by AVDC
Mercedes Executive vehicles carrying up to 8 passengers
Airports & Corporate events a speciality
All major credit & debit cards accepted
On-line / Email / Telephone booking
No job too big or small
All local drivers
Specialist London drivers upon request
Wedding & Prom service

1: 01296 688 739

E: bridget@wingcars.co.uk
W: www.wingcars.co.uk
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- HGVs and TRAFFIC

As you will be aware there has been a real increase in the number of HGVs and cars using Aston
Abbotts as a short cut since the opening of the new link road at Buckingham Park. There are several
possible options for how to slow down or dissuade drivers using Aston Abbotts as a cut through but
these are very costly. In order to put pressure on the County Council to do something about this
problem we need to gather evidence. Evidence can be written or photographic. To help with this we
would appreciate if you would:

D

2)

3)

4)

REPORT: If you have been involved in or witnessed an incident, over the past couple of years,
involving an HGV or speeding vehicle through the village please keep a record of it and pass it to
the Parish Clerk. This can be a major or minor incident, clearly if it is a major incident the police
should be informed too. Incidents might include, for example, having to take evasive action to
avoid a collision when driving, being forced onto the verge when walking or seeing a vehicle
cause damage to property. Please try and include as much information about the offending vehicle
and where and when the incident occurred.

RECORD: Keep a record or take a photo of HGVs travelling through Aston Abbotts. There are a
number of vehicles that have to travel through the village to neighbouring farms. But there are
also an increasing number who are being directed here by their SAT-NAV devices. We need to
demonstrate that the vast number of HGVs travel through the village unnecessarily. Again please
include as much information about the vehicle as possible, with the date, time and location it was
seen.

FEEDBACK/ SUGGEST: If you live in Nash’s Farm, Bricstock or around the ‘inner’ Green
(from Osborn’s round to Moat Lane) we need your ideas. You will have noticed that this section
of the village is used as a cut through and is especially busy during the rush hour. It has been
suggested that it could be made one way (either completely or partially), there could be speed
bumps or a pinch point — narrowing the road half way round. What do you think would help?
Please send in your suggestions and views on these possible solutions or any other ideas you can
think of.

VOLUNTEER: The Parish council are looking into borrowing a Speed Indicator Device (SID)
for a couple of days, to gather data, but need volunteers to man it for up to two hours at a time.
Please let the Parish Clerk know if you would be happy to help with this.

Please post any information, photos or ideas to the Parish Clerk:
Mrs Zandy Ayres, 15 The Green or email astonabbottsclerk@gmail.com

Thank you for your time. This is an issue that affects all of us and your help on this matter could
make a real difference.

July/August 2015
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Letters Page

Dear Ed

A Countryside View or Sound

Having lived in this village for many years I have grown to appreciate most of its fabulous views and
its fine residents. The long summer evenings when the wind is light one can sit outside and enjoy the
peace of the sun going down perhaps with a small drink.

However in recent weeks I have found this peace has been constantly disturbed by yapping dogs.

I find the noises of the countryside no issue at all, Farm Tractors, grazing animals even the church
bells present no problem in disturbing this peace, but the constant yapping of a hound that has
nothing at all to bark at but keeps on barking anyway becomes very tiresome. Perhaps the owner is
unaware or does not care or just does not want the hound yapping in the house, but leaving it outside
to disturb others is unreasonable.

If you are a dog owner please bear this in mind, indeed you may not even know that it’s out there
yapping anyway.

Here's to some more lovely evenings.

Name and address supplied

"Royal British Legion™
Wingrave and District branch

Most of you will know by now that the local branch of the RBL is closing down. At the last
AGM there were no volunteers to take over the vacant posts of branch officers and sadly
closure became inevitable.

We would like to thank all of you for your help in supporting this great charity over many
years. In the future should you want to help, need information or an ex service person needs
help please go to the "Pop in" Centre in the High Street Aylesbury or use the national help
line: free phone 0808 802 8080.

We hope that the laying of the standard will take place during evensong in Aston Abbott's
Parish Church on Sunday 2nd August.

Best wishes
Alan Jones
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 THE ROYAL OAK
' ASTON ABBOTTS

17th Century Thatched Inn

—— = = = o

] COME AND TRY THENEW MENU

L STARTERS
# Salt & Petter chilli squid & dressed leaves
Smoked Haddock & spring onion fishcakes & homemade
tartare sauce
Goats cheese & caramelised onion tart
Feta & Olive salad
Field mushroom stuffed with goats cheese on garlic toast
Homemade soup of the day with crusty bread
MAINS
Ribeye steak garni
1kg Moules mariniere on wholegrain mustard mash with
pancetta & onion gravy
Oven roasted lamb rump served with dauphinoise
potatoes,mint jus
Tagliatelle with olives, sun dried tomatoes, pesto &
mozzarella served with garlic ciabatta
Pan roasted Gressingham duck breast, braised red cabbage
& apple, garlic saute potatoes & cider jus
Beer battered cod, hand cut chips & minted mushy peas
served with homemade tartare sauce

% PHONE : 01296 681 262 @
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Dear Ed
To the dog walkers of Aston Abbotts

Far be it from me to moan BUT like many others I get frustrated with dog walkers who allow
their dog to foul the highway and the footpaths within the fields. I own a large dog and so am
mindful of where he poos. He is trained never to foul the pavement or footpaths but I’'m still
loaded with my XXL poop bags for when and if he poos in the fields.

This note is really to the residents who let their dog/s foul the pavement and footpaths
without picking it up and disposing of it correctly.

Only today I was climbing over a stile only to tread in a large dog turd on the other side. If
my dog dumped in such an area I would clear it up immediately after giving him a ‘kick up
the butt’ for doing it where people step. Why let your dog crap where people walk?

I know the majority of dog owners are responsible but to the dog slobs who foul where we
step. STOP IT.

Name and address supplied
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The Chronicle Page 15



VILLAGE FETE 25 July 2015

Your local coordinators will be in touch early in the month to arrange
collections in the week before the Fete for the following:

1. Raffle tickets

2. Books. Fiction, Non-Fiction or Children’s books for the bookstall. Now
is the time to clear out those shelves.

3. Bric-a-brac. This ever popular stall, sells china and glass, ornaments,
small items of furniture, toys, pictures, collectables, almost anything
except electricals.

4. Cakes. We are famous for our Cake stall, which is always the first to sell
out, so all contributions greatfully received. Please label the cake(s)
with type.

5. Bottles. Clear out those dark cupboards of anything drinkable that can
be won on the bottle tombola.

6. Plants. The plant stall will benefit if you can pot up and label some
plants.

Many Thanks - David Gray Tel: 681952 or email ukdavidgray@gmail.com

Men of Astqr) Abbotts

Your village Fete needs you....to help put up tables, signs, etc on the
morning of the Fete, Saturday 25th July from 10am and then help put
everything away at 4pm. If you can give an hour or so of your time it will
help everything to go smoothly and will be very much appreciated.
......................................... Thanks. David Gray
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THINKING OF LETTING

OR SELLING?

This is your personal invitation to receive a
Free Valuation of your property and to discuss the marketing of
your home with one of our experienced Directors.

To accept this invitation simply telephone or callin to our office to arrange a
convenient appointment. Call 01296 398555 or visit www.mortimersaylesbury.co.uk

PILATES CLASSES

in Wingrave
(at The Methodist Church)

Mondays — 9.30am
Fridays — 9.30am & 10.45am

SMALL AND VERY FRIENDLY CLASSES

All classes are pre-booked

£8 per class — men & women welcome

All equipment supplied
TASTER SESSIONS AVAILABLE

FOR THOSE UNSURE ABOUT THE BENEFITS OF REGULAR
PILATES

Please call Andrea on 07855 138 003
Email: andrea@naturalpilates.co.uk

(Class reviews available on facebook?

July/August 2015
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The Arty Bits .....Books.....Music....Theatre...Travel & Food

‘Thank you for the Music’

We were lucky enough to win tickets to Thank You for the Music, the show that is
billed as the ‘ultimate tribute to Abba and the Bee Gees’. We arrived at a fairly
sparsely populated Waterside Theatre and wondered what the evening was going to
hold for us. Sadly the auditorium was barely half full, and we began to fear the worst.

The first half was, predictably, devoted to the Bee Gees. Although we both enjoy
listening to the hits of the Bee Gees, we weren’t sure a whether whole set of their
music would be a bit too much — however, their renditions of their smash hits,
including Stayin’ Alive, Tragedy, Saturday Night Fever, More than a Woman and
How Deep is Your Love were certainly spectacular, and had the audience on their feet
very quickly. Suddenly the theatre didn’t seem quite so empty after all.

After the interval two of the Bee Gees were miraculously transformed into Benny
and Bjorn, and were joined on stage by Agnehta and Frida, to deliver a set to celebrate
the 40" anniversary of Abba’s Eurovision triumph with Waterloo. All the usual Abba
hits were there, and I have to say that musically the group were great, with the
audience once again dancing enthusiastically. I have to admit I find it hard these days
to listen to Abba without picturing scenes from the film Mama Mia in my head, and
our overall impression of the show was that although it was musically enjoyable, it
somehow seemed to lack spontaneity and pace — but maybe we’ve just heard these
tunes a bit too often now to take them at face value.

Thank you once again to John Hardcastle for making the tickets available.

Kate & Peter

Illegal Eagles

When you see a versatile six piece band singing multiple harmonies it is a

special time.

Formed some 19 years ago, after two of the members went to see

the Hell Freezes Over tour of the real Eagles , this band was excellent . They

swapped instrumental roles and lead singing duties with ease and aplomb. All

the well-known numbers of Peaceful Easy Feeling, Desperado, and Take it Easy

plus many others were covered with excellent singing and really good

musicianship. It was a relief that they did not need lighting effects and visual

projections to cover inadequacies. They just stood there and played and sang to

the delight of the audience.

When they got to the encore they played Hotel California and we were reminded that the iconic guitar
ending was actually a duet played with precision by the two guitarists, who on completion shook
hands

as a sign of a job well done.

A great night and if you get the chance to see them take it , even if you don't get free tickets.

Neil
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EAST IS EAST

I saw this play at the Waterside Theatre on 23™ June, compliments of the Chronicle. The
play was first performed in 1996 though it began life in 1982 when its writer, Ayub Khan
Din, went to drama school. His original draft was adapted in the 1990s and subsequently
became an award winning play later adapted as a film. The play is therefore based in the
1980s and it examines the tensions within a mixed raced family at that time. The family is
made up of a Pakistani immigrant who has married an English woman, Ella (excellently
portrayed by Pauline McLynn), and their 7 children (though one son has already left home
because of differences of opinion). There is only one daughter but her life is not the main
theme of the play. The family run a restaurant that sells fish and chips. Mr Khan expects his
children to follow Pakistani convention and help with the family business.

The family live together in Salford and Mr Khan is busy trying to arrange marriages for his 2
eldest sons who are still at home. The children are resistant to their father’s controlling nature
wishing to make their own decisions. However the eldest, Abdul, feels he has to accept and
expresses resentment at his situation. He feels unable to fit with his British contemporaries
because of his Pakistani upbringing and feels he has little choice but to accept his father’s
wishes or he will be a total outsider. One son is secretly studying art while his father beheves
he is studying engineering. For the most part these tensions are presented in a comic way
though at times they result in physical violence including Mr Khan hitting his wife. The
opening scenes in which Mr Khan has discovered his youngest son, (a teenager) has not been
circumcised offers the chance for some comedy but more seriously shows his ignorance of
the real state of affairs in his house. I found this an interesting point given the current
situation in Britain with apparently dutiful children leaving their families to join terrorist
organisations. The play reaches its climax when the parents of the intended brides arrive for a
meeting to discuss the marriages.

The interesting thing about this play is that the conflict is largely about nationality, Mr Khan
wants his family to behave as Pakistanis but the children want to behave like their British
contemporaries. The differences in religious belief seem far less important to this family than
they might perhaps today. All in all this was an enjoyable and thought provoking evening the
only problem being, once again at this theatre, it was difficult to hear some of the actors. The
set successfully portrayed the family’s home in a rather grey old back to back house in an old
Northern industrial town.

Sally Palmer
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The Chuckles of Oz

We attended "The Chuckles of Oz" for it's single matinee performance at the
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre on 13 June as part of a national tour. This is an
unusual combination of the retelling of the Wizard of Oz story alternately
interspersed with scenes from the Chuckle Brothers. The two parts seemed rather
disparate until the finale when they were eventually brought together.

The

Wizard of Oz story was retold fairly faithfully to the original content, but the
music had been replaced with modern songs with altered lyrics. The wicked witch
was indeed a source of fear, leading to one child leaving in tears. However for

us the fear was for potential damage to our eardrums as the volume of this (and
other parts) was set to be immensely and unnecessarily loud. We were sat at the
back of the stalls, but the majority of a sadly very small audience were seated

in the front rows next to the (very) loudspeakers!

The scenes from the

Chuckle Brothers were generally funny, with jokes for the adults and children in
the audience alike. The scenes were very much in the style of what we remember
from ChuckleVision as children, albeit with one of the pair having developed
rather more of a waistline that what we can recall. We didn't realise that the

same duo of Barry and Paul are still performing together in the same role and in
fact ChuckleVision only ended in 2009 after 22 years! Some of the scenes were
interactive and audience engagement improved as the performance went on. At one
point, giant supersoakers were used to drench the audience seated in the front
TOWS.

Overall the performance was entertaining, even if the combination was
bizarre. The children that it was primarily aimed at seemed to greatly enjoy it,
but it was disappointing that a single Saturday matinee didn't attract a more
substantial audience with the auditorium largely empty.

Gavin and Elvina
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Madame Butterfly with Perpetuum Mobile

Having seen only classical ballets such as the Nutcracker, Swan Lake and Coppelia and just
one opera, La Boheme, we were curious to see what Northern Ballet would offer up for
Madame Butterly. We were to wait however as the evening started with a twenty minute
masterclass. There were no back drops or costumes for this; just a troupe of 9 dancers
demonstrating strength and agility with largely synchronised movements with the orchestra's
strings as an accompaniment. ,

After a short break, the curtain rose to the sound of oriental music, a backdrop and some
simple scenery. Acrobatic sailors incorporating marches and salutes contrasted with the
twirling parasols and gracefulness of fluttering geisha girls. The performance continued with
minimal scene changes and clever ambient lighting not allowing us to lose focus of the skill
and control of the dancers.

The story was a simple one; an American sailor falls in love and marries a geisha then goes to
sea only to return years later with his new wife. All the while, his first love has waited for
him with their child an outcast in her homeland after converting to Christianity. She gives up
this child to the newlyweds and takes her own life with her father's samurai sword.

Having a live orchestra enhances any ballet and the small band of musicians of the Northern
Ballet Sinfonia created a soundtrack which echoed the feelings of the characters through
changes in tempo and the subtlety of light and shade. Personally, the return of the oriental
music for the final scene was somewhat protracted however the audience showed their
appreciation of her performance and that of her child whose appearances almost eclipsed
those of the tragic heroine Madame Butterfly.

Heather Harrison and Martin Clarke

Food

Unfortunately our Village Gourmand, “Noisy Mug” is still lying low, rumours abound that he has
drastically reduced his Alcohol intake, perhaps taking heed of the letter in the last edition from AB
Stainer, although there are also rumours he has been free loading around the village offering a review
for food! I understand normal service will soon be resumed. Ed
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Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry
v" Home Cooked Hams
v’ Sausages
v’ Pies
v’ Preserves
v’ Fruit & Veg

v" Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207
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ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)
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FOR ALL OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD CLEANING NEEDS

® YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY

e DOMESTIC CLEANING -~ CHOOSE FROM
WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY

¢ CARPET CLEANING & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING — FULLY QUALIFIED TECHNICIAN
* OVEN & HOB CLEANING — USING OUR DIP TANK & NON TOXIC BIOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS.
¢ FULLY INSURED

e ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED

CONTACT CHRIS FOR MORE INFORMATION ON:
01525-240512 OR 07850-540393
EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk
WWW.exquisitecleaning.co.uk

LOOKING FOR A DIFFERENT BREAK AWAY

Relax in a beautiful handcrafted cosy gypsy bow top sleeping two, set in a meadow with a small stream.
Sitting under the stars, toasting marshmallows on an open fire.

Your breakfast will be delivered to you in a hamper filled with home grown and locally sourced produce for you to enjoy
at your leisure.

We are set in the beautiful countryside of west Wales on a small holding of 28 acres, fourteen miles from the coastal town
of Aberaeron, we are within easy reach of woodland walks and cycle routes. We can also supply you with a picnic at extra
costPrice per night for two is £79.For more details ring Michelle or Leanne on 01974 821343 or 07792 557687 Web site
countryrosecarriages@yahoo.com
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Another report from our foreign correspondent, Jens Martin.

From the front or near it — Part 2

By the time you read this, the mission being over, I shall be picking up that first pint from the bar in
the RO — hopefully paid for by one of the frequent imbibers pleased to see this correspondent safely
returned if not a little scarred. It will taste like nectar after 9 weeks without any alcohol at all.

Added before press: It was and it did.
I am writing this from the peaceful quietness of my digs in a hamlet nearby.

Since last writing I can’t honestly say that international relations have improved in the Persian Gulf,
the left hand side still dislike and mistrust the right hand side and the right hand side still distrust and
dislike the left hand side but somehow they co-exist just so long as someone somewhere is making
money. I am not sure how to quickly calculate Iranian Rials to Pounds but there is something like
45,000 of them. Two years ago there was a serious devaluation, prior to that there were 20,000.
Thank goodness we don’t have a labour government! or Imams mumbling in the background.

Environmentally the whole country is covered by a very fine sand dust and if you are outside in the
48 C temperature for long, first you perspire just standing still and second you accumulate your share
of dust - everywhere.

Anyway just as an aside, I have all my life followed my Fathers advice and carried a pocket knife.
The current knife is an Opinel with a thin blade, after so much sharpening. On the way back to semi
civilisation from where I was working to enhance Entente Cordial plus other aspects of rule and
regulation, more perceived rather than written in stone I hitched a ride for 8 hours on an old dhow the
crew of which were piratical and surly. Eying my small bag and no doubt my pockets. Lying on the
deck in the shade I had nodded off and 1 awoke because I sensed movement, and my hand whipped
out of my pocket knife at the ready just in time to stop one of Alibaba’s mates fingering my bag.

Anyway at the end of this part of my return to civilisation I arrived back in Dayyer only to be
confronted by officious emigration men who obviously thought that I had been involved in something
dodgy. (That’s I was wasn’t something I was going to declare) I patiently, for I have loads of it,
explained that I was just an ordinary bloke totally innocent of everything bad they could think of and
after TWO MUMMIFYING HOURS in a non air conditioned office with the temperature at 44
outside (There was a thermometer outside the one window) my New Zealand passport was returned
to me.

In the back of my mind was the night time trips in an unlighted dhow across the sea border from
Iranian waters to Qatar waters to put a small CPT (Core Penetration Technology) on the seabed near a
couple of Qatar gas platforms to test the structure of the seabed. Having done this a couple of times
future adventures of this nature I left to the surveyors. The sea border is quite closely guarded by both
countries with fast RIB’s with quite efficient weaponry mounted in the bows hence the unlighted
dhow. All this snooping to help the oil and gas industry.
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The reverse journey from Dayyer through Assaluyeh to Tehran wasn’t as smooth as it might have
been but suffice to say I got to the Royal Oak and the Editors pint.

Iranians certainly do not consider themselves Arab. It is apparent that a majority of people preferred
the country run by the Shah (even with his feared secret police force) as opposed to the current
regime.

The produce we were supplied with was on the whole excellent. Apricots and Greengages so tasty
unlike the produce you buy here. Feta cheese and yoghurt are consumed by the ton, and good stuff it
1s. Now Iranian bread, eaten with all meals and snacks. It looks like a sheet of bubble wrap; I am not
joking measuring 18” x 18” about 2mm thick and tastes like cardboard. One is supposed to wrap
everything in it.

As for the current international status of Iran, sanctions from Europe and USA still control the
economy to an extent. However this is all about to change when they sign the non proliferation treaty.

The signing will immediately release all the funds frozen by European and America banks. This
amounts to approximately US$180 billion in cash, the effect this and the expected huge amount of
investment from outside Iran will totally transform Iran in, I should imagine 5 years. The oil and gas
industries will obviously be the first beneficiaries.

Two places of historical interest are Shiraz (2000 year old town) and Isfahan of similar age.
Spectacular ruins in both places.

Anyway this is the end of this assignment. Now for some rest and recuperation.

Another time Vietnam, Taiwan and how I nearly got expelled from Borneo! And a slow boat to
China.

Jihadi Jens

Look forward to your next posting Ed

July/August 2015
The Chronicle Page 25



AYLESBURY WATERSIDE THEATRE - SUMMER 2015

Aylesbury Waterside Theatre has kindly offered a pair of Press Tickets for each of the shows
listed below.
The tickets are free and you will usually be offered a programme and a drink during the
interval. If you would like to enter the draw for any or all of the shows listed then either send
me an email to

johnhardcastle@me.com

or post a note through my door at Marloes, Lines Hill.

The draw for each show takes place two weeks prior to the show date.

THU 16 JUL

AN EVENING OF DIRTY DANCING 7 30PM
THU 13 AUG

BASIL BRUSH 2 30PM
VINCENT & FLAVIA THU 17 SEP

World Premiere 7.30PM
WED 23 SEP

JERSEY BOYS 7 30PM

John Hardcastle

ASTON ABBOTTS BOOK CLUB

‘The Grapes of Wrath’ by John Steinbeck recounts the progress of the Joad family
who have been forced off their land in Oklahoma and travel west to California
looking for work and a better future.

It is a polemic against the ruling elite who use the ‘lower’ classes as slave labour and
make no concessions to their wellbeing.

The book was first publishes in 1939 and its message is as true now as it was then.
At first it’s a awkward read — you need to get in tune with the dialect, but when the
journey south begins I found it a difficult book to put down.

It made a great impression on me when ] first read it some 50 years ago and although
I"d forgotten why it left a memory as a ‘good book’ I’'m very pleased I’ve read it
again.

Our book for July, chosen by Kate Curry, is ‘The Night Circus’ by Erin Morgenstern.
Alison Lewis has selected ‘The Rosie Project’ by Graeme Simsion for our August
book.

John Hardcastle
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| A Electrical
¥ Contractors
Ltd

Replacement of old fuse boxes
Additional sockets and lights
Outdoor supplies to sheds, garages,
ponds etc
Replacement of faulty fittings
Storage heater replacement
Electrical wiring faults
Landlords’ electrical inspections
Free estimates
Part P approved electrician

ITG Motor Engineers
Aston Abbotts
For all servicing, repairs
(and the odd sales) of
cars, vans & motorcycles.

All MOT work undertaken
(I can also take your vehicle for an MOT
too)

Free collection &

delivery

within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts
I'm friendly, reliable & conscientious
and
have 30 years experience in the trade
and
I don't charge extortionate rates.

Please give me a try,
call Richard Upton, on
0776 966 8672

V7 Contact Dean »
~ 7 01296 - 712776 R
N 07794 - 510980 %_]/
N dean4832@aol.com

-

Get The Whole Job Done.

No more juggling workmen...

| can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Electrical, Plumbing, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors, Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted wardrobes, Maintenance, Small Building
Work.

Anything considered. Free Estimates
Chris Dowell (01296) 681109

Friendly and Professional service.

'
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RGC &

Agricultural &
Horticultural Engineers
Mursley, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK17 OSA

Smoxu R )

Tel:(01296) 720066

sales@rgcengineers.co.uk
www.rgcengineers.co.uk

Sales, Service & Repairs

Garden Tractors
Chainsaws ¢ Strimmers
All Garden & Ground
Care Equipment
Compact Tractors, Quads etc.

to most leading
makes of machine.

Service & Repairs
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Book Club

FRANKIE AND STANKIE by Barbara Trapido

This book is semi-autobiographical. Barbara Trapido was born in Cape Town, South Africa
in 1941, but moved to Durban when her father was appointed as a lecturer at the university.
The book tells the story of Dinah de Bondt (Barbara herself) growing up in the 1950s and 60s
in Durban against a backdrop of Apartheid South Africa

Dinah, has a sister Lisa, who is sensible and strong but has a malformed right arm, which
Dinah refers to as"Born Arm" as a defence against observers who think she was probably
attacked by a shark. Dinah, is on the other hand weedy and arty and suffers severe asthmatic
attacks. Mother and father were born in Germany and Holland respectively and are academic
and liberal in outlook in a country defined by racial divisions.

The book is comic and cruel. Dinah's father plays tennis once a week with an Indian lawyer, a
fact that Dinah is frightened will come to the attention of her classmates. When eating her
packed lunch at school, a friend asks whether she would rather have her sandwiches made by
a "native girl or a koelie", an odd question as Dinah's father always made them. One of
Dinah's classmates, Aletta, was classified as "white", although everyone knew she was
"coloured” and got taunted as a result. After the 1948 election, the Afrikaner Nationalists
tightened the race laws and Aletta was no longer in class, she had obviously failed the pencil
test (a pencil when placed in the hair failed to fall out when the head was shaken). The only
subject Dinah enjoyed was Art. Miss Cleary opened her eyes to international art and artists.
Dinah's admiration was dashed when Miss Cleary related with relish the sight of a bushman
in a cage, as a fairground attraction.

Dinah and Lisa's family lived a privileged existence during the Apartheid years in South
Africa, where the colour of ones skin dictated the chances in life. In her late teens, Dinah
witnessed the effect of the Pass laws and subsequently the Sharpeville Massacre. After
meeting a fellow student, Sam, an anti-apartheid activist, they marry and escape from the
hounding he was getting from the authorities and travel to London to live. Ironically in
London, in a green grocer's shop Dinah says that she doesn't want the apples if they are from
South Africa, the green grocer responds that he understands ..." those black hands touching
the fruit that you are going to eat “Dinah and Sam thought they had left racism behind!

The book is very funny, some of the group said they laughed out loud at the situations and
the details that Barbara Trapido portrayed about this period of separate development in South
Africa. Some felt there was too much detail and not enough about the sisters, Frankie and
Stankie. Some concept of Boer thinking, "as the chosen people of the Old Testament", might
lead to a fuller understanding of the humour in the book.

Anita Parker
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" Fulton Pet Care

Local Dog Walking, Pet
Sitting and Pet Care
Providers

Fulton Pet Care provides a safe and
nurturing culture for your pets to flourish,
by meeting their needs even in your
absence.

Free individual assessments and carefully
designed packages with quality time and
attention to offer your much-loved pet!

LOUISE DAVIS CATERING
Call Hannah on: 07403396871 i oo

o’
I8

28 s
Q\\\\\\“IV//”///

Visit : www.fultonpetcare.co.uk

i QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
Email: hfulton.petcare@gmail.com FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 641179

Buckland Landscapes

Nursery Treesales Planting Moving Landscape supplies

Rooted in more than 20 years of landscape design, construction and
maintenance experience, Buckland Landscapes Ltd can bring creativity and
expertise as well as long term maintenance solutions to your landscapes.
In addition, we have our own 50 acre open grown tree nursery based in
Bushmead Road, Cublington, Nr Aylesbury.

Our website is comprehensive and very user friendly . Please lake alook to see
the full range of services we are able to offer.

Whether you require garden design, hard or soft landscaping. or garden
maintenance, please do not hesitate to contact our office to arrange a
consultation on: 01296 680350 or email info@buckland-landscapes.couk.

01296 680350

info@buckland-landscapes.couk
wwwbuckland-landscapes.co.uk
Home Farm, 61 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LY
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ChurchMatters

The diary of St. James's

Thank you to all those who have subscribed to the 100 Club for 2015/6. The 100 members will now
be entered in the draw with a £50 first prize and £10 second prize each month. So over the next year
we will return £720 of the £1,500 taken in subscriptions. As well as providing a £780 donation to St.
James Church it makes an invaluable contribution to our cash-flow allowing us to pay a first
instalment to the Diocese this month to meet our Parish Share covering clergy salaries, pensions and
administration.

The wildflower area is living up to its name with a splash of colour. The poppies have seeded
themselves and reappeared in this the second year of the 1 World War centenary. The churchyard
in general is looking very ‘cared for’ thanks to the hard work of Gordon Kemp and his mowing team.

The second family service on 21* June saw folks of all ages gathered in the village hall for breakfast
followed by an informal service in the Church. We hope this will see an increase in the congregation
particularly of the younger members of the village in whose hands the future of the Church resides.

Don’t forget to have a look at the flower displays in the Church over the Festival weekend 25/26th

July.
The Novice

Church Duties Cleaning Flowers Mowing
July 4t Colin/ Caroline Whist Club Caroline L
July 11th Gordon/ Ann Whist Club Andy
July 18th Alex / Anita TBA Gordon
July 25™ Colin/Gay Festival Adam
Aug 1% Colin/Caroline Festival Mark
Aug 8 Gordon/Ann TBA Nigel
Aug 15% Alex/Anita TBA Phil
Aug 22™ Colin/Gay TBA Gordon
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Parrott{Coales..-

SOLICITORS

" A traditional law firm with
modern values

Superior service and excellent legal support
Aylesbury’s premier law firm, providing services in:

s Business Services e Commercial e Property
* Employment ¢ Private Client e Family
e Notarial Services ¢ Personal Injury

For a free, no obligation discussion and quote, or for all legal queries:
Please call us on 01296 318500 or e-mail us at law@ParrottandCoalesLLP.co.uk
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ANNETTE GESOFF ACMT

Fully Qualified
Massage Therapist

Member of the Federation of
Holistic Therapists

CERTIFICATE
IN ADVANCED
\\ CLINICAL

MASSAGE

Massage can be beneficial for
many conditions —

see my website for further information:
www.gesoffmassage.co.uk
Please phone:
01525 240135 or 07709 629283

Or email:
enquiry@gesoffmassage.co.uk
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100 Club

630 Club

AVDC

Baby & Toddlers Group
Bingo

Book Club

Bus Enquiries

Buses

Chronicle Advertising
Chronicle Distribution

Chronicle Editorial
Church Mowing Rota
Church Room Hire
Citizens Advice
Bucks County Council
County Councilior
Dial-A-Ride

District Councillor
Doctor - emergency
Fete Coordinator
G.N.OME.S.
Hospital

Ladies Club

Member of Parliament
Milkman

Mobile Library

NHS Direct

Parish Clerk

Parish Council Leader
Police Emergencies
Police Non-Emergency
Police

Railways

Ramblers Club
Rector

Refuse Collection
Royal British Legion
Royal Oak

RSPCA

Scouts

Whist

Wingrave Pre School
Wingrave Post Office
Wingrave Post Office

Wingrave School

Aston Abbotts Telephone List

David Gray
Andy Bystra
Switchboard

Kim Gayler

Pam Dixon
Sondra Dickason
John Hardcastle
Travel line

L&S

Phil Corrigan
Marisa Abel Smith
Zandy Ayres

Phil Corrigan
Gordon Kemp
Tracy Hinds
Aylesbury
Switchboard
Netta Glover

Peter Cooper
(out of hours)
David Gray
Carol Spooner
Stoke Mandeville
Shirley Ford
John Bercow MP
Ron Miller Dairies
Buckingham
24 hr Advice Line
Paul Bruton
Peter Shorrock

Wing Police Station
Chiltern Railways
Colin Higgs

Rev Philip Derbyshire

Enquiries

Alan Jones

Teri & Gary Moult
Enquiries

Nikki Reeve
Colin Higgs

Kelly Targell

PO Only

Stores

Office

07935 414495
681690
585858
681123
681626
682249
688070

0870 6082608
415468
688191
681411
682419
688191
681763
688479

0870 1264056
395000
688357
330088
681250
331511
681952
681544
315000
681865
714240
482838
01280 813229
0845 4647
682322
681260
999 0r 112
0845 8505505
396163/4
0870 5165165
681343
01525 240287
585510
682366
681262
08705 555999
681372
681343
681127
682964
681696
681436

The neighbourhood policing team works
on issues identified by local residents and
businesses.

To contact them call

101

This is a non-emergency number.
Alternatively, email them on:

WingNorthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police. uk.

WINGRAVE POST OFFICE
AND STORES

21 Winslow Road, Wingrave
SHOP 681696 POST OFFICE 682964

Fresh food available to order: Fruit and
Vegetables - order by Wednesday, collect
on Friday/Saturday Bread baked fresh
daily - Large White Split Tin, Small White
Farmhouse, Large and Small Wholemeal,
French Sticks and Baguettes Pastries on
Saturday and Sunday - Croissants, Pain au
Chocolat. Pain au Raisin

PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW
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CHURCH ROOM Bookings

£6 per hour for residents
(Plus metered electricity)

£20 per hour for non-residents

YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL

Kate Curry (Chair)
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane — 681137

—

(Plus metered electricity - a returnable deposit of
£50 at the time of booking is required)

Please note that an additional hour over and above
the period of the event must be booked to cover

Paul Bruton (Parish Clerk)
51 The Green — 682322

Richard Clarke
Maplewood, The Green — 681007

setting up and clearing away.
Weddings and Christenings -
a fixed charge of £50.

Please contact Tracy Hinds on 688479 if you wish to

book

The Chronicle

Annual Advertising rates (11 issues)
Full Page Back £100
Inside £90
Half Page Inside £50
Quarter Page Inside £35
One Offs Full £20
Half £15
Quarter £10
Seasonal and short term ads are also
accepted at these rates
Send copy and cheque payable to
“The Chronicle’
Phil Corrigan,

5, Nashs Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks.

01296 688191

corriganpc(@aol.com

Judy Hardcastle
Marloes, Lines Hill — 688070

Bob Carvey
12 The Green — 681053

Colin Higgs (Vice Chairman)
6 Wingrave Rd - 681343

District Councillor
Peter Cooper
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham — 681250

County Councillor
Netta Glover - 688357

Parochial Church Council

Rev. Philip Derbyshire 01525 240287
Caroline Abel Smith

Churchwarden 681001
Elvina Chu 07709607171
Ann Goodman 681763
Anita Parker 681325
Gordon Kemp 681763
Caroline Lane Sec 681373
David Gray 681952
Treasurer & Synod Rep 07935414495
Gay Walker 688632
April Curnow 707833




FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

PLASMA
LCD

DVD
HDTV

AVIATION
HEADSET
REPAIR

01296
682126

OUR BACK PAGE
REPORTERS AND THEIR
VICTIMS HAVE ALL BEEN
ON HOLIDAY. DON’T

WORRY - NORMAL

SERVICE WILL BE
RESUMED WHEN
KINDERGARTEN RESTARTS

CALM IN THE AUTUMN

Normal SerVice Has Anyhody Seen Jack

[ ] Ryan?
WI ll re S u m e Jack Ryan was visiting the village and was
left in the company of Neil Chesher... in
the pub (obviously a very bad move). He
hasn’t been seen since.
o rt There has been a rumoured sighting of
him on the windowsill of a house in
Bricstock. Please contact The Chronicle if
you have information on his whereabouts.

FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS — PURVEYORS OF PLASMA SCREENS TO THE GENTRY

I
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